THE patient, an officer, received his wound in May of this year in Gallipoli. Immediately after receiving it he became aware that he could only speak in a whisper. The wound healed up in three weeks and the voice has returned, so that he can now converse comfortably,
although shouting soon tires it. Laryngoscopy shows the left cord to be paralysed.
There are two questions of interest in the case: First, the cause of the paralysis. The bullet (from a rifle) entered the neck in the middle line behind, opposite the fourth cervical vertebra (as nearly as I can make out), and emerged in front at the anterior border of the sternomastoid, at a spot midway between the upper edge of the thyroid cartilage and the hyoid bone. At this level obviously it must have been the left vagus itself which was severed, and that without any apparent injury either to the carotid vessels, to the internal jugular vein, or to the sympathetic cord. The pulse is normal in rate and rhythm.
The second question was put to me by the patient. He is a barrister in civil life, and he is anxious to know whether, when he returns to it, he will be able to use his voice in court. In other words, what is the prognosis as regards the strength of the voice after the onset of paralysis of one vocal cord ? it has been proposed that the vagus should be cut down upon and re-united.
The PRESIDENT: I think an exploratory operation is needed in order to see if the vagus has been cut across. Where there is possibly only bruising and suspension of function, perhaps for a long time, that is the first course to think of before deciding on further measures. 20
